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Islam Grows into a Strong Presence in America
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We welcome Islamin America. It enriches our country with Islam’ s teachings of self-discipline, compassion, and
commitment to family. It deepens America’s respect for Muslims here at home and around the world.*

Today, Muslim Americans are a cornerstone of our American community. They enrich our political and cultural
life; they provide leadership in every field of human endeavor, from business to medicine, to scholarship.?

These public pronouncements of President Clinton to Muslim Americans are indicative of how Islam has become
established as a major religion in America. For most of America's history, Islam had been a marginal presence.
Muslims were mostly foreign nationals or resident aliens, with only a few naturalized United States citizens, and
even fewer second or third generation Americans. Christian churches rel egated evangelism of Muslimsto foreign
missions. The typical American Christian rarely, if ever, encountered areligiously active Muslim. Now, however,
Islam is a noticeable religious force in America. Christians need to be as knowledgeable of Ilam’s presence as they
are of any other religionin America.

Islam is no passing fad, and it is growing quickly in America. American Muslim leaders are quite open about their
hopes and dreams. In an editoria entitled “Time to Make an Imprint,” Dr. Muzammil H. Siddiqgi writes: “North
America needs our contribution, and it is up to usto make an imprint in founding atruly Islamic civilization on this
continent.”®

Very few Americans lack an opinion about |slam. There are numerous views concerning the religion, many not
favorable. “ According to arecent Roper Poll, 50% of those polled believed all Muslims to be inherently anti-
American. Today, the bywords of the relationship between the Mudlim and the Judeo-Christian worlds are alienation
and suspicion.”* Carl Ellis, a noted African-American Christian leader, asserts that Islam “is the most serious threat
to the church in America.”®

Muslim I nfluence. Just how influential is the Islamic community in America? Since September 1999, Muslims
have conducted Friday congregational prayersinside the U.S. Capitol building. American Muslim opposition to a
Burger King restaurant opened in the West Bank in Israel caused the corporation to close it down. The United States
military has tripled the number of Muslim chaplainsin its ranks (serving more than 4,000 Muslim members of the
military). Amazon.com changed a video review (of the movie Not without My Daughter) in response to Muslim
complaints.® In 1999 Georgetown University began a three-year project “to document the impact of Muslim
Americans on the American horizon.”’

Islamic Horizons, one of the most influential Muslim journalsin America with a distribution of more than 60,000,
asserted in the article “Why Muslim Americans Need to Vote” that “Muslim Americans have power and its
accompanying responsibility. We represent $75 billion of collective annual income, more than any Muslim country
can produce.”® This same issue relates how Muslim American complaints about a CNN online posting referring to
Jerusalem as “the capital of Israel” prompted CNN to make appropriate changes quickly.™

The growing presence of Muslim Americans has not been lost on politicians either. For example, in New Jersey
(home to an estimated 400,000 Muslims), former Governor Christine Todd Whitman signed a bill making New
Jersey “the first state to enact alaw ensuring the authenticity of Halal food.”** Two Muslim Americans made history
by delivering the benedictions on the first day of both the Democratic and Republican national conventions this past
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year.? Also in 2000, Congress called on the United States Postal Service to issue a postal stamp commemorating the
Muslim holy month of Ramadan.

Muslim Population and Growth. Islslam the fastest growing religion in the world? Isit the fastest growing
religion in America? The demographicstell usthat the answer is yes to both questions.

Establishing population demographics for Muslims is not easy. Even without completely accurate statistics, we find
numerous independent studies in fairly close agreement. Most mgjor studies estimate a worldwide Muslim
population for the year 2000 at roughly 1.25 billion people; that is, about one-fifth or 20 percent of the world's
population.™ In comparison, Christianity is the largest religion in the world with about 33 percent of the world's
population.™

According to most reports, Islam is the fastest growing religion in the world.™ For example, in Europe, according to
United Nations statistics, between 1989 and 1998 the Islamic population grew by more than 100 percent (to about 14
million or 2 percent of the population).'® At the current rate of growth it is estimated that |slam’s population by the
year 2025 will be 1.9 billion (about 24 percent of the total European population).”’

One of the most common misconceptions or stereotypes Westerners have about Muslims is that most of them are
Arabic. “The major sections of Muslim populations are concentrated in Asiaand Africa. Mudlims are, by and large,
people of color.”*® Missiologist Roland Miller relates that more than 68 percent of all Muslims livein Asiaand more
than 27 percent live in Africa. Indonesia has roughly 15 percent of the world’s Mudlim population. In South Asia
amost one-third of the world’s Muslim population live in Bangladesh, Pakistan, and India.*®

Just how is the Muslim population growing? The growth rate of Islam in Western nations (including the US and
Canada) primarily comes through: a high Muslim birth rate and immigration (e.g., Muslims moving to the United
States), not from converts (non-Muslims becoming Muslims). As we shall soon note in regard to converts, however,
two groups are vulnerable to Muslim evangelism.

In 1995 there were some 4 million Mudlimsin France, 1.9 million in Germany, and 1.5 million in the UK,
accounting for 7 percent, 2.4 percent, and 2.7 percent of the overall populations respectively. In 1998 7 percent of
babies born within the European Union were Mudlim, in Brusselsit was as much as 57 percent....This growth comes
primarily through immigration and a high birth rate.

It is difficult to estimate accurately the total number of Muslimsin the United States and the rest of North America.
Research scientist Carol Stone states that “it is still unclear how many Muslims currently residein
America...because of alack of reliable information about Muslimsin this country.”#

There are several main reasons why thisis so. Firgt, for the past 50 years the United States government (unlike some
countries) has not included questions about religious affiliation in its census.? Dr. James Dretke, executive director
of the Zwemer Institute, states that a second factor “is the fact that Muslims do not join mosgues as Christiansjoin
churches, so it isimpossible to count them from membership rolls.”% Roland Miller gives a third reason: “Religious
dtatistics are notorioudly difficult to compile because of affiliation questions and reporting problems. Muslim
statisticians routinely give higher figures.”**

Nevertheless, both Christian and Muslim sources assert that Islam is the fastest growing religion in the United
States.”® The Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches 2000 gives the figure of 3,950,000 Muslimsin
Americatoday.? Islamic Horizons states that there are eight to ten million Muslims in North America.?” The most
common figure cited (the statistic the United States government regularly uses) is about six million.?® The largest
concggntrations of Muslimsare in California, New Y ork, and Illinois — with an estimated 400,000 in the Chicago
area.

While specific figures may be debated, what cannot be debated is the phenomenal growth of Islam. According to
United Nations statistics, the Muslim population in the United States grew by 25 percent between 1989 and 1998.%
In 1990 there were only about 50 Islamic schools in America. Today the number is over 200.% Since about 1990 the
number of “registered Islamic centers and mosques’ has tripled to “more than 2,500.” %

Factorsfor Growth. In the book, The Muslims of America, Prof. Y vonne Haddad addresses the main factorsin
Islam’s growth in the U.S.: “The dramatic growth of the Muslim community in the United Statesis a recent
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phenomenon, taking place primarily over the last three decades in response to changes in American immigration
laws and the demands of the labor market.”* Islamic Horizons echoes this assertion: “The Muslims of North
Americaproudly flaunt the fact that they are a people with a population over eight million and growing....These
figures do not, however, highlight the fact that a vast majority of these eight million are Muslims who either came to
this continent after the 1960's or are reverts[i.e., people who return to their former Muslim beliefs].”>

Again, conversion has not been the major factor in IsSlam’s growth, with two major exceptions. The first is given by
Wendy Zobain a Christianity Today cover story entitled “Islam, U.S.A": “Idam is gaining most of its U.S. converts
in prisons and on university campuses. The mgority of American convertsto Islam — 85 to 90 percent — are
black.”® In addition, the number of American women who marry Muslim men and convert is estimated to be about
7000 per year.®

African-Americans make up an estimated 42 to 45 percent of the Muslimsin America.®’ Carl Ellis places the actual
number of African-American Muslims at 2.6 million. Of these, only 18,000 to 20,000 are members of Louis
Farrakhan’s organization, the Nation of 1slam.®

Christians may wish they could say that Islam and Christianity were two complementary faiths; two alternate paths
to salvation. In reality, their foundational teachings are diametrically opposed.® For Muslims “it is an article of faith
that Islam is guidance for humanity,”*’ and they are commanded to do all they can to spread their faith. Islam denies
the Trinity, the deity of Christ, his death on the cross for our sins, and salvation by grace.

James Dretke expresses the Christian attitude very well: “For Christians who take serioudy Jesus' Great
Commission in Matthew 28:18-20, it isagreat thrill to see so many Muslims on our doorsteps. While we cannot
easily gain entry into their countries...God has brought them to ours.”**

— Joseph P. Gudel
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